
the combs and frames, they could 
be removed for inspection or honey 
harvest without angering the bees.   

Keeping bees was revolutionized by 
Langstroth’s hive design, patented 
in 1852, and management practices 
he developed.  His book, originally 
published in 1878 as “A practical 
treatise on the hive and the honey-
bee” is still in print as “The Hive 
and the Honey Bee”, updated many 
times, most recently in 2015.  His 
original work is also available in 
print as well as in digital form.  It 
makes fascinating reading with its 
inimitable 19th century style and 
incredibly logical insights! 

Langstroth hives are by far the most 
common hive design and are the 
best way to get started.  The basis is 
the frame design itself and its re-
spect for “bee space”.  The frames 
can be used with or without comb 
foundation.  Foundation can be 
made of plastic with or without 
beeswax coating.  Some present the 
bees with fully constructed cells.  
The well publicized “Flow Hive” 
uses fully constructed comb made 
of plastic.  A new beekeeper is most 
likely to succeed when using foun-
dation constructed of 100% bees-
wax.  Foundation isn’t necessary 
though since the bees can construct 
comb without our help.  A “starter 
strip” of foundation or a strip of 
wood is needed if your Langstroth 
frame will be foundationless. 

There are several hive designs that 
were developed as “improvements” 
to the Langstroth hive and look 

Ask a dozen beekeepers... 

Here is this month’s Q (from one of 
our members) and an A: 

 Q:  There seems to be more hive 
design choices than I expected.  
Help!  

An A:  All of the “choices” are 
probably because of all of the glow-
ing recommendations you can read 
on the internet.  If you are just be-
ginning as a beekeeper, most of the 
hive designs will demand beekeep-
ing skills that you will need to learn 
first. 

The basic decision is whether to 
keep bees in Langstroth hives or to 
start out with another less common 
hive design.  First, state laws re-
quires that bees be housed in re-
movable frame hives.  Removable 
frames allow careful inspection of 
the comb for signs of pests or dis-
ease.  Winnie the Pooh’s straw 
skeps are not legal for keeping 
bees.  Nor are hollow logs. 

Successful removable frame hives 
are credited to Rev. Lorenzo L. 
Langstroth (1810 - 1895).  He is 
considered the father of modern 
beekeeping and his hive design still 
carries his name.  Langstroth’s suc-
cess is attributable to his discovery 
and implementation of “bee space”, 
(1/4” to 3/8” or the approximate 
size of worker bees) into the hive 
design.  He observed that spaces 
smaller than 1/4” were filled with 
propolis and openings larger than 
3/8” were filled with comb.  By 
maintaining “bee space” between 

The January 8, 2019 meeting of the Fort Bend Beekeepers will be held at 7:00 pm in Fort Bend County’s “Bud” 
O’Shieles Community Center, 1330 Band Rd., Rosenberg, Texas.  Visitors (and new members) are always welcome.  
Membership dues are $5.00 for the calendar year, so don’t forget to stash a five dollar bill in your wallet and get your 
dues paid at our January meeting.  The Association provides coffee and lemonade for meeting refreshments if someone 
will volunteer to make it and clean up afterwards.  Members are welcome to bring sweet or salty snacks to enjoy. The 
meeting will be called to order at 7:30 after 30 minutes of social time. 
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very similar.  The “WBC Hive” is 
named for its British inventor Wil-
liam Broughton Carr (1837 - 1909).  
It is uncommonly used today but 
was the first to use what became the 
British Standard Brood Frame, a 
frame somewhat larger than Lang-
stroth’s design.  The “British Na-
tional Hive” uses a smaller frame 
and square footprint.  It is the most 
widely used hive design in the UK.  
The Warré hive was developed in 
France to cope with condensation 
inside overwintering hives in ex-
tremely cold weather (hardly a 
problem in southeast Texas). 

The top bar hive design originated 
as the “Kenyan Top Bar Hive”, de-
veloped for subsistence farmers in 
Africa to improve crop pollination 
and supplement farming income.  It 
can be constructed at very low cost 
using almost any materials and has 
no standard dimensions.  The bees 
build natural comb (no foundation) 
suspended from top bars, so the 
comb must be destroyed to harvest 
the honey.  Small hive beetles pre-
sent a huge problem in top bar hives 
in our area since they can find ref-
uge between the top bars and below 
the hive cover.  The large hive vol-
ume is difficult for the bees to de-
fend from beetles or invading rob-
ber bees.  A “follower board” is in-
tended to help, but beetles may easi-
ly move past it. Always remember 
that the top bar comb must be han-
dled very carefully, especially when 
filled with honey.  In hot weather, it 
is prone to just fall apart since the 
wax is softened by the heat.   
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November Meeting Notes 

We had 34 members and guests sign in at our November 
meeting.  Please be sure to sign in since these sheets are 
an important club record that supports our use of County 
facilities.   

For our last meeting of 
2018, the club provided deli 
food trays from Copius Deli 
in Rosenberg.  We enjoyed 
an hour of generous, deli-
cious food and fellowship 
from 7:00 pm to 8:00 pm.  
If you are in the Rosenberg 
area, you should stop by 
and support this small busi-
ness. 

For show & tell, Ian Kjos demonstrated his robbing 

screens. Contact him if you would like to purchase any. 

Dan Jones announced that he plans to offer woodenware 
assembly and wax dipping services. Let him know if 
you’d like him to contact you when he’s ready to take or-
ders. 

For our program, Gene deBons spoke of Sue Hubbell, a 
renowned nature writer and memoirist, who passed away 
October 13 at the age of 83. Hubbel authored eight books, 
two of which, A Country Year and A Book of Bees that 
were selected by The New York Times as Notable Books 
of the Year. She also wrote many freelance articles for 
several newspaper and magazines. Gene read several pas-
sages from A Book of Bees, commenting that he always 
finds at least a few new bits of knowledge from every bee 
book he reads. 

Jack Richardson suggested every beekeeper have a bee-
keeping library, because every book has something to 
teach you.  He also recommended subscribing to beekeep-
ing magazines such as The American Bee Journal or Bee 
Culture.  After a brief recap of our club’s activities in 
2018, he encouraged even more member involvement. 
With that, Jack opened the floor for officer nominations 
for 2019 (see the details below). 

We closed with our customary door prize drawing for do-
nated items including one of Ian’s robbing screens. 

Election of Officers 

Officers for 2019 were elected at our November meeting.  
Gene deBons announced our declared candidates:  Jack 
Richardson for President, Danessa Yaschuk for Vice Pres-
ident and Lynne Jones for Secretary-Treasurer.  There 
were no other nominations.  These candidates were se-
conded and all three were elected by unanimous vote.  Jeff 
McMullan consented to continue as our newsletter editor 
and was also confirmed by acclamation.  Jack thanked 
outgoing Vice President Chelsea Murray for her work in 
2018 and congratulated our 2019 leadership team.  

Treasurer’s Report 

Our October treasury balance was  $3,657.35.  We’ve 
since collected $5.00 in dues while expenses for the No-
vember buffet were $234.43.  The resulting treasury bal-
ance is $3,427.92, consisting of $3,377.92 in our checking 
account plus $50.00 in cash to make change. A financial 
summary and year-end property inventory for 2018 is pre-
sented below. 


