
or local animal control offices.  
Since swarms often don’t hang 
around for very long, you need to 
be able to respond at a moment’s 
notice. 

Another option is to lure bees into a  
a swarm trap when they are in 
search of a new home.  The trap (or 
a vacant hive) should be placed 
where bee colonies are known or 
near where swarms have been seen 
in the past.  A splash of lemongrass 
oil from the grocery store spice 
aisle helps a lot since its odor mim-
ics the smell of hormones that are 
very attractive to bees. 

Another low cost option is to split 
an existing hive.  You’ll need a 
temporary site for your split (to 
avoid losing bees back to the origi-
nal hive); give them a week or so 
before moving them back to your 
beeyard.  You can take a chance on 
the queenless split, hoping they can 
successfully raise themselves a new 
queen.  Unfortunately this often 
doesn’t work since mating flights 
for a newly emerged queen is a per-
ilous thing.  Something like one in 
three never makes it back from their 
nuptial adventure.  A better option 
(or maybe a backup plan) is to buy 
a mated queen since she can get to 
work laying eggs in just a few days.   

If you plan to buy bees, you proba-
bly need to make those plans now.  
You have three options:  an estab-
lished hive, a nuc (“nucleus” hive), 
or a package.  Each has a laying 
queen.  The hive and nuc (usually 

Ask a dozen beekeepers... 

Here is this month’s Q (from one of 
our members) and an A: 

 Q:  I want to expand my beeyard 
by a couple of hives.  What are my 
options (I’ve never bought bees be-
fore)? 

An A:  You actually have options 
that don’t necessarily involve your 
wallet.  With swarm season right 
around the corner, you can get on 
our club’s swarm call list.  You can 
sign up to collect “freebees” by 
emailing Secretary-Treasurer Lynne 
Jones at emaillynne@yahoo.com.  
Gene deBons coordinates swarm 
calls that come in through our web-
site or calls to the Extension office 

The Fort Bend Beekeepers Association was last able to meet in person on March 10, 2020.  We usually meet on the 
second Tuesday of each month at 7:00 pm in Fort Bend County’s “Bud” O’Shieles Community Center, 1330 Band Rd., 
Rosenberg, Texas.  (We are called to order at 7:30 after 30 minutes of social time.)  

Fort Bend County’s COVID-19 alert status is now RED or “High Risk”.  This a dangerous condition as the number of 
infections soar and ICU beds fill up at unacceptable rates.  Gatherings of more than 10 people is prohibited because of 
the public health emergency.  See the announcement below for details of our online meeting in January.   

Hopefully our meetings can return to normal soon..  It is impossible to predict when we will be able to meet in person 
again.  
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Election of Officers 

Officers for 2021 were elected at 
our November meeting.  Current 
officers Craig Rench (President), 
Lynne Jones (Secretary-Treasurer) 
and Danessa Yaschuk (Vice Presi-
dent ) all agreed to continue their 
roles.  Each was nominated and se-
conded.  There were no other nomi-
nations and all three were re-elected 
by unanimous vote.  Jeff McMullan 
has consented to continue as our 
newsletter editor. 

January meeting is online 

Our January meeting will again be 
online: 

Tues., Jan. 12, 7:00 - 9:00 pm 

login:  https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/85622635183?
pwd=UFR1NFN6MWU1emhIYm
JDNG1EK1UrUT09  

Meeting ID: 856 2263 5183  

Passcode: 275853  

To connect by telephone (audio on-
ly), call 346 248-7799, Meeting ID: 
856 2263 5183 , Passcode:  275853.   

An email with clickable instructions 
will go out ahead of the meeting.  
We plan to start the meeting at 7:30 
after 30 minutes of “social time”. 

five frames of bees) are already 
functioning as a colony.  The pack-
age usually consists of 3 lbs of bees 
(about 10,000 workers) and an un-
related caged queen.  It will take the 
package a couple of weeks to draw 
comb and get started raising brood. 

However you decide to go, you 
need to get equipment ready for 
your new colonies. 

November Meeting Notes 

Before the online meeting, “Bee-
scussions” were held from 6:30-
7:30. 

President Craig Rench opened our 
online ZOOM meeting at 7:30 pm 
and welcomed the 26 who had 
logged in. 

First, the election of officers for 
2021 was conducted (see results 
reported above). After the election, 
President Craig Rench thanked eve-
ryone for their participation and  



Texas A&M AgriLife Extension provides equal opportunities in its programs and 
employment to all persons, regardless of race, color, sex, religion, national origin, 
disability, age, genetic information, veteran status, sexual orientation, or gender identi-
ty.  The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the 
County Commissioners Courts of Texas cooperating. Persons with disabilities who 
plan to attend this meeting and who may need auxiliary aid or services are required to 
contact Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service at 281-342-3034 five working days 
prior to the meeting so appropriate arrangements can be made. 
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November Meeting Notes (continued) 

patience this year. Craig then introduced the meeting’s pre-
senters, Danessa Yaschuk and Lynne Jones. 

Danessa gave a presentation on making infused honey with 
dried herbs.  A light, mild flavored honey is the best to use 
for infusing.  Dried Herbs you might want to try alone or in 
combination are: rosemary, sage, thyme, mint, lemon balm, 
lavender, chamomile, rose petals and pine needles. Danessa 
uses 1-2 tablespoons of dried herbs to 8 ounces of honey. 
Some spices work well also: cinnamon sticks, vanilla beans, 
and star anise are good choices. The basic steps are: prepare 
the dried herbs; combine herbs and honey; infuse (at least 5 
days, longer for a stronger flavor); strain; and store. 

Lynne gave two presentations. The first was on making 
creamed honey or, as she prefers to call it, “set honey”. 
Set honey is simply intentionally crystallized honey. Some 
of the factors that determine how fast honey naturally crys-
tallizes are: the type of nectar the honey comes from, the wa-
ter content, pollen/particles in the honey, storage tempera-
ture, storage container, and agitation. When honey crystaliz-
es on its own, it can have an unpleasant texture (chunky, 
crunchy, or gritty), but when it is done intentionally it should 
have a smooth and creamy texture. Lynne provided the pros/
cons to pasteurized vs. unpasteurized methods of making set 
honey and went through the steps for both. (The basic direc-
tions can be found at https://www.wikihow.com/Make-
Creamed-Honey.) 

Lynne’s second presentation was on honey and beeswax 
gifts. She included recipes for a few things she has made 
lately and many photos, recipes, and links for ideas ranging 
from krupnik (Polish honey-spiced vodka) to honey taffy, 
unique candles and beard balm. 

After the presentations, the drawing for door prizes was held. 
A lovely set of beeswax ornaments donated by Danessa were 
won by Laura Parnell. A hive tool donated by “Bee Man 
Dan” Jones was won by Norm Harris. A bee bracelet, also 
donated by Dan was won by Margaret Wrzesinski. A bottle 
of honey vodka donated by Lynne was won by Tracey Grim-
me. 

Craig announced that our next meeting will be on Tuesday, 
January 12, almost certainly via ZOOM. If you need some 
help or advice before then, please feel free to contact one of 
the officers or go to the website and use the Contact tab, or 
just reply to a FBBA email you’ve received. We wished eve-
ryone safe and healthy holidays and we hope to see you 
again in January. 

Treasurer’s Report 

Our November treasury balance was $3,662.34.  Our only 
expenses were the $12.99 monthly email cost for Novem-
ber and December ($25.98 total). The resulting balance is 
$3,636.36 ($3,586.36 in our Wells Fargo checking ac-
count, plus $50.00 in cash to make change).  A financial 
summary and year-end property inventory for 2020 is pre-
sented at right (we spent $186.08 less than we took in dur-
ing the year). 


